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A Merry Christmas to all our readers

ELDWICK AT CHRISTMAS
There are many things to do over the Christmas period in Eldwick. Excellent Christmas purchases may
be made at the Post Office for presents and Christmas Fayre, with tempting food and and wine. Hayley Bevan has
her usual array of high quality seasonal gifts.
There are good places to eat, with both pubs offering festive food especially the Acorn which, along with Christmas
lunches is offering excellent, good value pensionersʼ lunches.
The Travelling Nativity takes place outside the Church on Christmas Eve at 3.30pm and all are welcome. There
will be the usual Carol Singing in the Memorial Hall with The Salvation Army Brass Band at 6pm, all are welcome.
The celebrated Robert Sudall (as heard on Radio 2) and his band will be entertaining revellers in Birches later on
Christmas Eve. All are welcome to this event and it is free! But be early to get a seat.
On New Yearʼs Eve there is no need to leave the village to celebrate the incoming of 2014.
Both the Acorn and Birches are offering entertainment.

Enjoy.

FRIENDS OF PRINCE OF WALES PARK

ALL WE WANT FOR CHRISTMAS ARE
SOME NEW PARK SEATS!
In summer the Friends of PoW Park did
a survey of the state of seats and
benches and found that at one time
there were more than forty (and actually
weʼre still coming across more as we
clear the next patch of undergrowth).
Some are set in formal stone alcoves,
others simple benches using stone
supports, but all are a really attractive
and welcome feature of the park and
part of its heritage.
At present many of these are now
missing or damaged and itʼs our aim to
get all these back in place and ready for
you to start sitting on next Spring (so you
can sit and admire our newly planted
bulbs). Already we have had a fantastic
response from the community. A local
builder has provided the timber and
installed new benches free of charge,
and we have had donations for new

seats of £1,000 from Bingley Civic Trust
and £500 from Eldwick Village Society.
This means that we can now put back
the missing seats on the steep tarmac
path.
We are investing in high quality seats
and buying at reduced price through the
District Parks team, who will then install
them at no cost. We plan to have
memorial seats in the alcoves along the
middle path and already have five orders
from families of local people who loved
the park in times past.
We are a good way towards our target
but not there yet. So if you or your
business or organisation would like to
donate to our seats fund, (or perhaps
even sponsor a whole seat) please get
in touch at friendsofpowp@gmail.com
Thank you - that would really make
our Christmas wishes come true!
Ruth Leman, Chair of the Friends of
Prince of Wales Park.

CAROL SINGING in the Memorial
Hall on Christmas Eve with the
Salvation Army Brass Band at
6pm. Get there early to get a seat.
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

TRAVELLING NATIVITY meet at
the Church on Christmas Eve at
3.30pm.

Christmas and New
Year at Birches

CHRISTMAS EVE with the celebrated
local artist Robert Sudall and his band
NEW YEARʼS EVE
“Now” who were “unforgettable”
In the Memorial Hall and Birches
Tickets £17.50 including supper,
available from Birches soon.

BIRCHES FREEHOUSE

Friends of Prince of Wales Park volunteers working every Wednesday and Saturday from 9am. We'd love you to join in!
NOW OPEN FROM 12 SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Traditional hand pulled beers at reasonable prices. Sky Sports.

Eldwick, Bingley

Quiz nights on Thursdays

Est. 1983

Merry Christmas
From Paul 30 years in business

Eldwick Tennis Club.

I thought you might like to know how I
went on in the National County Seniors
Finals 2013. I am Keith Townson a
long-time member of Eldwick Tennis
Club and have been a regular member
of the Yorkshire Over 65's team for the
last two years. This year the Yorkshire
team won it's group in Division 1 and
qualified for the National County Senior
Tennis Finals 2013 which were held
over the weekend, Nov 1st-3rd, at the
David Lloyd centre in Brierley Hill, near
Birmingham.
The format of the competition is 2
singles matches and 3 doubles
matches. The winning team is the first
to get 3 wins. My team were first on
court at 9am on Friday morning,
straight after breakfast, and we were
playing Leicestershire. The indoor
court we were assigned to had an
orange carpet with blue outer areas.
Not a colour combination that I have
come across before.
After the first round of matches
Yorkshire were trailing 2-1 having lost
one singles match and my doubles
match. Going into the last two doubles
matches the Yorkshire side needed to
win both matches to win overall. It was
not to be though. Leicestershire were
the stronger pairs and won to become
the National Over 65 Champs 2013.
Was my life changed, no not really. No
sponsors came and signed me, but I
did get two commemorative plastic
pens for being runner-up.
Congratulations to Eldwick Tennis
Club, they can feel a bit smug that they
have supplied a core team member to
the second best county team in the
country in the over 65's age group.
Who will be next?

COFFEE CAKE CHAT
Every Tuesday
9.30 am – 12 noon
The Eldwick Church

Fresh Fairtrade Coffee & Tea –
Home made cakes
Eldwick Churches growing together

BOND GARDEN SERVICES

SIMON BOND
ELDWICK
BINGLEY

HEDGES TRIMMED

MOWING & TURFING
TREES

FELLED/PRUNED

01274 567439
FENCING/PLANTING
07790 415593
jan@janbond.wanadoo.co.uk

ELDWICK & DISTRICT
YORKSHIRE COUNTRYWOMEN’S
ASSOCIATION

The meeting of Eldwick Yorkshire
Countrywomenʼs Association was held
on Tuesday 12th November 2013.
Meetings: second Tuesday of each
month, 7.30-9.00pm, Memorial Hall,
Eldwick
New Members welcome
Forthcoming Meetings
Members: please remember to bring
unwanted spectacles for the Malawi
appeal.
2014 - 8th January
Stall and Beetle
Drive (no speaker)
11th February ʻMy Life in Show Businessʼ
Patti Gould

The Speaker this evening was Geoff
Queen, a retired Civil Engineer for British
Rail. His talk was entitled ʻWe apologise
for the delayʼ. There are many reasons
for lateness, Geoff told us, including
animals on the line! An isolated case was
a lion, escaped from a Midlands Safari
Park, and an elephant, escaped from a
Circus train. I personally remember as a
child eagerly awaiting the arrival of the
Circus at my local railway station and
watching the animals being unloaded
and marched through the streets to the
Circus ground.
Derailments are few and far between,
usually involving freight trains. Geoff told
us about an event involving a freight train
and a goods train. The collision resulted in
a load of caustic soda mixing with a load
of Whisky. Customs and Excise arrived on
the scene and proceeded to break any
remaining bottle to avoid pilfering. The
Liverpool Echo was quick to publish the
headline “Whisky and Soda derailmentʼ.
Geoff showed a slide of the wooden
bridge crossing the estuary at Barmouth.

Major repairs were necessary with
engineers working in boats due to the
tide. A strut was heard to ʻsnap like a
carrotʼ and investigation revealed that the
structure was suffering from shipworm.
Apparently the shipworm was brought
into the country during the Spanish
Armada. Repairs were carried out over
several years without closing the line.
In London in the mid 80ʼs the walls of a
tunnel started to move. House owners on
top of the tunnel began to find big holes in
their gardens and had to be evacuated.
One old lady in her 90ʼs refused to move
despite urgings from the Railway
authorities and the Police. She told a local
paper ʻIʼve been in this house all my life
and Iʼve been through the war and the
blitz. Hitler couldnʼt get me out so British
Rail certainly wonʼt. Mind you, that man
from the Railway was nicer than Hitler”.
Geoff very kindly and generously
donated his speakerʼs fee to Great
Ormond Street Childrenʼs Hospital.

THANK YOU

to all our volunteer deliverers
without whom the publication
of this newsletter would not
be possible.

Merry Christmas!

BINGLEY JANUS CLUB

(FOR RETIRED MEN RESIDENT IN BINGLEY AND SURROUNDING AREAS)
President : Graham B Anderson Tel: 01274 563843
Secretary : Maurice Hallam Tel: 01274 565207
MEETINGS ARE HELD AT ELDWICK MEMORIAL HALL,
COMMENCING AT 10.00am
P
Date 2014
Speaker
Topic
January 9th
Vernon Simpson
The Great Western Railway
January 16th
Peter Higginbotham
Gruelling Experiences of the Workhouse
January 23rd
Councillor Dale Smith My Year as Lord Mayor
January 30th
Pat Clarke
How Well Do You Know Wharfedale?
February 6th
Maggie Poppa
Retirement? What Retirement
February 13th
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME, ENQUIRIES TO THE SECRETARY

Professionally covering all aspects of
domestic Electrical & Security work
Over 25 years experience
City & Guilds trained
Tel: 01274 511433 (Eldwick)
Mobile: 07788 418050

Dear Sir

DOG FOULING
This is an ongoing complaint. The area
around Heaton Drive especially is
getting worse.
The mentality of some dog owners is
unbelievable, not cleaning up after their
dog makes a mess is unforgiveable,
besides being a health hazard it is an
unsightly mess which the house owners
are left to clean up.
This is a SNEAKY practice by dog
owners who can not be bothered to do
the decent thing.
WELL, it has now been reported to
BRADFORD COUNCIL, and I am
pleased to inform everyone that a DOG
WARDEN has been appointed to patrol
the area with no specific times, “day or
night” so the dog owners responsible will
be caught and find themselves with a
£1,000 fine and publicly named and
shamed.
“SO BEWARE” because we are
determined to stop this filthy habit.
Name and address supplied.

Property Services Ltd
Domestic & Commercial Work
For complete property management
Established Business, Professional,
Honest & Reliable
Free Quotations
• Kitchens & Bathrooms
• UPVC Windows &
Doors
• Soffits & Facias

• Plastering & Tiling
• Painting & Decorating
• Joinery & Building
• Electrical Work

Toni Fuller
M: 07791 856975 T: 01274 565036
E:toni.tmf@blueyonder.co.uk

SIMPSON’S
ELECTRICAL SERVICES
(ELDWICK)

HOUSEHOLD INSTALLATION AND
MAINTENANCE WITH A PROFESSIONAL
FRIENDLY COMPANY

TEL: 01274 563794
FOR FREE ESTIMATES
WHERE SERVICE COUNTS
CITY & GUILDS
I.T.B. & P.E.R.A. CERTIFICATED

✞ THE ELDWICK CHURCH ✞

Sunday 29th December Adult Youth Club
18 to 80+ from 7.00 pm in the church hall.

MESSY CHURCH
Saturday 14th December 4.00pm – 5.30pm
Saturday 18th January 4.00pm – 5.30pm
Messy Church is a worshipping community
of all ages, it is for all the family. It will be
held in the church hall and the church. There
will be craft activities as you arrive in the
church hall, stories from the Bible, songs and
prayers in the church– rounding off with
sharing a simple meal together in the church
hall. This is an event for all the family –
whatever your age, why not come and join in
the fun!
HAPPY HOUR FUN SIZE CHURCH –
for young families – All welcome
Wed.18th December from 09.15- 10.15 am
Wed. 29th January from 09.15- 10.15 am
PAUSE TO PRAY:Wed. 18th December from 12 noon- 6.00pm
Wed. 29th Jan. from 12.00 noon - 6.00 pm
LADIES FELLOWSHIP:5th December Christmas Party
16th January 7.30 pm.
CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS:30th November – 1st December Circles of
Celebration Weekend! A display of
christmas wreaths in Church 12 – 6 pm on
Saturday and 1 – 4 pm on Sunday
Sunday 15th December Nativity Service
10.30 am
Sunday 15th December Community Carol
Singing lead by the Youth Group 7.00pm.
Sunday 22nd December Carol Service
6.30 pm
Tuesday 24th December The Travelling
Nativity 3.30 pm
Tuesday 24th December Midnight Service
with Communion 11.30 pm
Wednesday 25th December Christmas Day
Family Communion Service 10.00 am.
SERVICES:
1st December
09.15 am Holy Communion led by
Rev Alan Brown.
10.30 am Café Style All Sorts Family
Praise led by Rev Helen Hodgson and Team.
8th December
10.30 am Holy Communion led by
Rev Malcolm Sharrock.
(Qualified Primary School Teacher)

Private Tuition

Help your child reach their full potential in a
positive and encouraging environment.
From pre-school onwards
• Getting ready for primary school
• Ongoing support in numeracy, literacy and
science
• GCSE Maths
• School entrance exams

First session free
Cathy Levis
01274 568602 (Gilstead)

Childminding
Vacancies Available

Telephone Cathy Levis on
01274 568602 / 07585 449275
Most recent Ofsted inspection “This provision is
strong … children enjoy their time with the
childminder … children are well cared for in a
warm welcoming environment … the childminder
is highly skilled”.

15th December
09.15 am Holy Communion led by
Rev Rosemary Nash.
10.30 am Sunday Club Nativity.
22nd December
09.15 am Big Breakfast
10.30 am Holy Communion led by
Rev Helen Hodgson.
6.30 pm Carol Service. Rev Alan Brown
24th December
11.30 pm Midnight Service with Holy
Communion Rev. Neville Richardson &
Rev Alan Brown
25th December
10.00 am Christmas Day Family
Communion Service. Rev Helen Hodgson
29th December
10.30 am Morning Worship Mission and
Outreach service - with news from
Bradford Food Bank .
5th January
09.15 am Holy Communion led by
Rev Alan Brown.
10.30 am All Sorts Family Praise led by
Rev Helen Hodgson and Team.
12th January
10.30 am Covenant Service Holy
Communion led by Rev Dr.Neville Richardson
19th January
09.15 am Holy Communion led by
Rev Ruth Crompton.
10.30 am Morning Worship led by
Mr. Maurice Baren.
26th January
09.15 am Big Breakfast
10.30 am Holy Communion led by
Rev Helen Hodgson.
REGULAR WEEKLY EVENTS
Monday - 09.30 – 11.15 Livewires,
Tuesday - 09.30-12.00 Church Café
Wednesday - 09.30 – 12.00 Embroiderers /
Probus
14.00 – 16.00 Craft Group
18.00 – 20.00 Weight Watchers
Thursday - 15.30 – 19.15 Dance Classes
Friday - 19.00 – 21.00 Elstead Ladies Choir
Pre School Group - 08.45 – 15.15 Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday.
REGULAR MONTHLY EVENTS
1st Sunday in the month Youth Club 7.00 –
9.00 pm
1st Friday in the month Friday Footsteps
3rd Saturday in the month Saturday Strollers
3rd Thursday in the month Ladies Fellowship
4th Wednesday in the month Happy Hour
4th Wednesday in the month Pause to Pray
Mid Saturday Messy Church
4th Sunday in the month Adult Youth Club
7.00 – 8.45 pm
CHURCH HALL BOOKINGS:Contact Ann Shoebridge 564690

MATTHEW CLARKE
City & Guilds Trained

PLUMBING SERVICES

Radiator Installation,
Bathrooms & Showers, Tiling, Leaks
Gas Installations and Servicing
Gas Safe Registered
All Work Guaranteed

Ring for a Free Quote
07817 971931

Copy for publication in next months Newsletter to reach the Editorial Committee c/o Birches, the Post Box inside the
Post Office or email us at news@eldwickvillage.co.uk
Deadline for copy is 1st January 2014

FROM DELVER TO COMMISSIONER –
BRICK KILN HOUSE TO BROMLEY ROAD

Some time ago an illustrated talk was
designed for delivery to local groups
about ʻHouses of Distinction. This
included Eldwick Hall, Littlebeck Hall,
Milnerfield,
Oakwood,
Bankfield,
Gawthorpe and several others of
historical importance, together with their
important residents. It has now been
decided to research, at a slightly different
level, buildings that may be classified as
small mansions or villas. Eldwick has its
fair share of these on Glen Road,
Prospect Road, etc., but the initial focus
is on the edge of Bingley centre.
Just as Eldwick grew post 1861, so too
was there marked development in
Bingley post 1876. In that year a huge
estate of then vacant land, that of Messrs
Staveley, Wilson and Bromley was sold
at auction, divided into 48 plots. At the
heart was The Old Vicarage and the
estate stretched around almost a circle,
from the Leeds- Liverpool Canal to Beck
Lane, Priestthorpe Lane, Priestthorpe
Road, Cross Lane, with Park Road
through the centre. Just outside this
estate, off Park Road, was, and still is,
Johnson Street, which forms the focus of
this story.
Samuel Johnson was born in 1817 in
Calverley, between Bradford and Leeds.
His father, James, was a quarryman and
stonemason and his grandfather, Samuel
was a ʻconductorʼ, nothing to do with
transport, but a leader, in his case related
to Wesleyan Methodism. For some
reason, James brought his family to live
at Brick Kiln House in 1830 when the
building stood isolated on the moor, east
of The Heights and fronting onto Otley
Road. Today it is hidden, behind Park
House, and was built in the late 18th
century, before the row of cottages which

Tec2k

were to be named Brick Kiln Row. It is
thought the building had nothing to do
with brick making but instead was near
lime kilns which produced lime to be
spread on farm fields.
Jamesʼ arrival must have been linked
to the familyʼs Wesleyan Methodist
beliefs as he became involved in
pursuing their cause. Almost as soon as
he arrived he hired a ʻchamberʼ, for a
Sunday School and preaching room
James was then involved in the
construction of Eldwick Beck Chapel in
1832, becoming one of the trustees. He
was still a trustee in 1888 when the
lease of the land from George Lane Fox
was bought out. He had probably been
helped by Samuel, then aged fifteen,
working as a ʻdelverʼ in one of Eldwickʼs
sandstone quarries. Eldwick Cragg had
seen the creation of the Methodist
Society in 1766, during the period of
John Wesleyʼs visits. It had its own
chapel/schoolroom, built in 1815, when
the linear settlement up there was
bigger than that in Eldwick Beck Bottom.
In 1849 Eldwick Beck Wesleyan
School opened, following three years of
fund raising when Samuel ʻshould go
about to beg so much money as could be
raised.ʼ This school continued until the
Eldwick Board School opened in 1877.
By 1851 Samuel followed his
brothers, James and Jonathan in the
quarrying business. Whilst his brothers
pursued quarrying at The Heights,
Samuel was living in Gilstead, but one
of his brothers was at Brick Kiln House.
Samuel was listed as a quarry owner,
employing nine men but at Warren Park.
Instead of quarrying, Samuel was
sinking four of the eight shafts off

Computer Problems Resolved
Local to Eldwick

JEFF MAWSON

Repairs and upgrades to Laptop & desktop
computers
Resolve problems with broadband or WiFi
Home appointments no problem
Anything to do with electronics
please call for advice

Tel Stuart on 07958-994951
Visit our Web Site for full details
www.Tec2k.co.uk

Graham Sutcliffe

t/a K Sutcliffe
Plumbing, Heating & Reg'd Gas Installer
15 Heaton Drive, Eldwick, Bingley BD16 3DN

Phone: 01274 569328
Mobile: 07540 418811
Catering for all your Plumbing & Heating
requirements. No job too small

Warren Lane, todayʼs Oak Glen estate,
to extract flagstones. Ten years later he
had become a stone merchant and
builder, reflected in the 1861 Census,
when he had constructed ʻJohnsonʼs
Buildingsʼ in Toad Lane. This was above
Lime Street, off what was to become
Park Road after the Prince of Wales Park
opened in 1865. Samuel himself lived in
one of his buildings by which time he was
employing eighteen men and one of his
sons was the builderʼs book-keeper and
was still there in 1881. He had been also
involved in the establishment of the
Gilstead Wesleyan schoolroom in 1864,
before the chapel was built, where he
had taken the contract for the masonry
work. By 1881 he was living at No 3 Park
Road but, three years later, he was in
one of the newly constructed villas in
Bromley Road.
In 1884 he became one of Bingleyʼs
Improvement Commissioners, a group
which almost ran as a town council,
including
the
management
and
continuing development of the Prince of
Wales Park.
Samuel died on 22nd May 1888, aged
71. As well as his membership of the
Wesleyan body, he was formerly a
representative of the Anti-Vaccination
Party, the Keighley Board of Guardians,
honoured in the Court of the Queenʼs
Bench. An ardent supporter of the
Temperance movement, the Rechabites
and Oddfellows. In his obituary it was
stated he was a man well known and
highly esteemed for the transparent
sincerity and honesty of his character.
His memory lives on in the buildings he
constructed in Eldwick, Gilstead and
Bingley, and of course in Johnson
Street, below his buildings in Park Road.

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
EXTENSIONS AND ROOFING
PROPERTY REPAIRS

07966 199994

PETER MARRIOTT
PROPERTY SERVICES
All types of work undertaken incl.
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,
Tiling, Fencing, Pointing etc. etc.
No job too small
Free estimates & advice.
For a friendly, reliable and
professional service

07985 050543
01274 510969

01274 597194

INTERIOR PAINTING AND DECORATING
Also

Chris Bettles

PICTURE FRAMING

by

21 Mansfield Avenue, Eldwick

Tel: 01274 510252
Mob: 07941 364274

