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that

It is
N.E.D.S. has chosen to
present this play. It is one

interesting

that Eldwick Dramatic
Society performed in its
very early days. It was an
ambitious choice in the late
1940’s as the Memarial
Hall was yet to be built and
plays were staged in the
old St. Lawrence
Schoolroom, now “Savoy
House”. The stage con-
sisted of trestle tables at
the kitchen end of the
room, with access on and
off through the top half of
each door on either side.
Chairs were used as steps.
The cellar effect was
achieved by leaving a gap
in the trestle tables and
poor Willie Masson,
admirably played by the
late Leonard Hayes, had to
crawl through the lower
half of the door taking care
not to knock over the tres-
tles or the stage would
have collapsed. The sight
of Willie’s head appearing
from the nether regions
was something to be
remembered for a long
time. Maggie was played
by the late Miss Dorothy
Jackson who was very well
known as an assistant in

Taylor’s shoe shop.
In those pre-television
days when few Eldwick
people had cars and petrol
was rationed, the three
Dramatic Society perfor-
mances were the highlight
of the year. Such was the
demand, that plays were
put on for as many as five
nights. The room was
often packed and as seat-
ing was limited because of
the space taken up by the
stage, people would stand,
sit on the window sills and
perch on the piano, rather
than miss the plays. It is
incredible and rather fright-
ening to think that some-
times there were over a
hundred people packed in
that tinder-dry hut with only
one door and heated by
two iron coke stoves. |f
fire officers did inspect at
all it was never when a
performance was on.
In spite of the difficulties
encountered in putting on
a play, the Society was for-
tunate in having two “ex-
pros”, the late Bill and Roni
Vine, who ensured that
each performance reached
a very high standard.

M. Birch

RICHARD EMMOTT
High Class Butcher

OTLEY ROAD, ELDWICK
TEL: 562156

GYMNASTIC GLORY

Further to our article in last months Newsletter from The
Gym Club we are pleased to feature a photograph of the
winners of the recent competition at Nab Wood Sports

Centre.

Eldwick victors are Melanie Kitchen (front - 1st place) and

Robin Vesly (left - 3rd place)

“AN ORDINARY
WOMAN CALLED TO
DO EXTRAORDINARY

THINGS”

Because of the moving arti-
cle published in the
“Yorkshire Post” on 29th
March many more people
are aware of the sacrifice
and work of the local nurse,
Sylvia Wright.

With nothing to sustain her
save great faith and love
she gave up everything to
devote her life to the fright-
fully poor and terribly sick
and abandoned in South
India.

Utterly dependent on her
own people in this part of
Yorkshire she strives to
cope with the ever growing
number of those who seek

her help. In her report,
which she sends each year,
she states that in 1989 she
and her staff treated
142,000 patients. She has
3 Village Clinics which
attract 100 - 125 patients
each session and a Mother
and Child scheme in 5 other
villages. If this were not
enough she is training vil-
lage girls in health education
and nutrition.

Eldwick has given gener-
ously to the Sylvia Wright
Trust. With your help it will
continue to do so. May 9th
will see the annual Coffee
Morning and Evening, Bring
and Buy and Raffle at 170,
Warren Lane. Last year the
Ecumenical Group, which is
responsible sent over £300
on your behalf to the Trust.
It would be wonderful if we
could do it again.
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